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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears<m the^over^heet with the correspondence address - 
Period f r Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of. 37 CFR 1.136^). In.no event, Jioweyer,.inay.a.reply.be.tjinely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply^rid vvil) expire SIX (6) IV^ of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailinjj date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)13 Responsive to communicatlon(s) filed on 11 August 2003 . 
2a)M This action is FINAL .2b)D TWs action is non-fmaJ. 

3) P Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fonnal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-8 and 11-18 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) S CJaim(s) 1-8 and 11-18 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 13 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)^ The drawing(s) filed on 05 March 2002 is/are: a)S accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in-abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
1 !)□ The proposed drawing conrecUon filed on 4s: a)n approved b)n disapproved by the Exanrviner. 

If approved, con-ected drawings are required In reply to this Office action. 

12) ^ The oath or declaration is objected to l)y the^aminer. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

13) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a daim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)--(d) or (f). 

a)nAII b)n Some*c)n None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received jn Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule i7.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received . 

14) G Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) 0 AcknGwledgnr>ent is made of a daim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 . 

Attachinent(s) 

1 ) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) O Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s). , 



2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) O Notice ^ Informal Patent.Application (PTO-1 52) 

3) D Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1 449) Paper No(s) . 6) Q Other: 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Oath/Declaration 

This application presents a claim for subject matter not originally claimed or 
embraced in the statement of the invention. On pages 3-5 of the specification the 
invention (and as originally claimed) is described as including the step of oxidizing 
isobutylene. Newly presented claims 1 1-18 do not require this step. As such, the newly 
presented claims read on additional subject matter such as the use of acrylic acid 
prepared by alternative methods. A supplemental oath or declaration is required under 
37 CFR 1 .67. The new oath or declaration must properly identify the application of 
which it is to fomi a part, preferably by application number and filing date in the body of 
the oath or declaration. See MPEP §§ 602.01 and 602.02. 

Specification 

The amendment filed August 11, 2003 is objected to under 35 U.S.C. 132 
because it introduces new matter into the disclosure. 35 U.S.C. 132 states that no 
amendment shall introduce new matter into the disclosure of the invention. The added 
material which is not supported by the original disclosure is as follows: The change in 
the Table on page 20 of "t-butyl" to "s-butyl". While it may be apparent that there is 
error in the Table, applicants have presented no valid reason why it is apparent from the 
instant disclosure as filed that "s-butyl" was intended. Applicants' bare statement that it 
would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art fails present any reasoning for their 
conclusion. 

Applicant is required to cancel the new matter in the reply to this Office Action. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
Claims 1-8 and 11-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over USP 5,670,702 and USP 5,981,818 in view of EP 68,785 for reasons of record. 
Applicants assert that the prior art does not suggest that the methanol generated in the 
decomposition of the MTBE is used in the esterification. That fact that applicants' 
claims limit the source of the methanol is not seen to lend patentability to the claims. It 
is clear from the prior art that that methyl methacrylate may be prepared from methanol. 
There is no limitation on the source of the methanol. The method of methanol 
preparation recited in the claims is well known. No patentable significance is seen in 
reciting a known method of methanol preparation to be used in a known method of 
methyl methacrylate preparation. Applicants' discussion of the methanol impurities on 
page 2 of the specification is noted, but not found persuasive. First, the discussion 
therein is a general reference to unidentified prior art processes and as such its 
relevance to the instant prior art is not apparent. Moreover, if there is a disadvantage of 
one source of methanol over another, this would be a reason why one may be 
motivated to choose a source not having this disadvantage. Furthermore, it is noted 
that even applicants' source of methanol requires a number of purification steps as 
shown by the instant examples. 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this connmunication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Michael L. Shippen whose telephone number is (703) 308-4635. The Examiner's nomnal 
tour of duty is 7:30 AM to 4:00 PM. Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this 
application should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-1235. The 
official group FAX machine number is (703) 308-4556. 

MShippen 

November 3, 2003 ^ / ^ / 
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